IB PHILOSOPHY
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE HUMAN?

Teacher:  Robbie Bean

Room:    203

Phone:   (336) 819-2825 ext. 203939
Email:    beanr@gcsnc.com
Tutoring: Tuesday & Thursday, 8:00 – 8:45; By appointment
Nature of the Subject:
The emphasis of the IB Philosophy course is on “doing” philosophy. It focuses on developing students’ ability to formulate arguments in a sound and purposeful way and encourages students to develop intellectually independent and creative ways of thinking.

George Orwell said, “Those who cannot write well cannot think well.”  If a student wishes to improve his or her writing, philosophy will demand an improvement.  The hallmark of philosophical writing is clarity.  The tasks of reading, thinking, and discussing are all precursors to the difficult work of writing.  Even when an idea is clear in the understanding, the work of making it clear on paper is not easy!
Philosophy introduces students to old and new ideas, provokes amazing discussions, and ruthlessly hones thinking and writing. I hope this course encourages you to think differently and intellectually about the world we live in and empowers you to make positive changes to the way you live and think about life.
Textbook:
Archetypes of Wisdom, Sixth Edition, by Douglas J. Soccio, Thomson-Wadsworth, 2007.

Required Texts:
Tao Te Ching, by Lao Tzu, Barnes and Noble Books, 2005.

The Life You Can Save, by Peter Singer, Random House, 2009.
On Liberty, by J.S. Mill, Digireads.com, 2010.
Some Additional Readings:
Discourse on Method, by Rene Descartes

Being Good, by Simon Blackburn

The Tao of Pooh, by Benjamin Hoff

Sophie’s World, by Jostein Gaarder
Course Organization

I. Introduction: What is philosophy?
II. Writing Philosophically: A Workshop

III. Logic & Ethics
IV. Core Theme: What Makes One Human?
V. Optional Theme 7: Political Philosophy
VI. Eastern Philosophy

VII. IB Exam Review
VIII. IB Exam

Student Evaluation
Student Assessments will include the following:

· Essays




35%

· Tests





35%



· Classwork




20%

· Homework




10%

TESTS:  
Tests will be given on each unit, and will always have two (2) sections.  The first section will be multiple-choice questions. The second section of every test will be a free-response essay question that will be scored according to the IB grading scale/rubric.  

On some occasions, students should anticipate receiving this portion of the test the day before the test, with the expectation that it will be turned in prior to receiving the multiple-choice/ short answer/ identification portion of the test the next day.
ESSAYS:
Students will be assigned several essays over the course of the year.  All essays will be take-home assignments with in-class review and discussion. Essays will be assigned at specific intervals of the class, in order to assess students’ comprehension of specific objectives.
Classwork:
Classwork will consist of work completed during the 90 minute classwork frame. This could include personal reflections on the class period, reading questions, journal checks, abbreviated essays, and group activities.

Homework:  
Homework assignments may or may not be collected the next day, and often times are reading assignments, but students will still be expected to complete any and all assignments by the date assigned, with the work completed to the best of their ability.  Because this is an IB level course, students are expected to also independently read, take notes, ask questions, and study to ensure their comprehension of all basic knowledge prior to the day the thematic information is presented in class. 
The international (IB) final grade consists of three parts: 40% on the Theme; 30% on the Text; and 30% on the Internal Assessment Coursework.  The Theme and the Text are graded externally while the Guided Coursework is graded internally and externally moderated.
External Assessment (70%)
Paper 1 (1.75 hours)             40%
· Section A 
Core Theme (2); Students must answer 1
· Section B 
7 Optional Themes (14); Students must answer 1
Paper 2 (1.0 hour)           30%
12 Prescribed Texts (24); Students must answer 1
Internal Assessment (Coursework) (30%)
Students are required to write a 1600-2000 word philosophical analysis of non-philosophical material. This essay is internally assessed by the instructor and externally moderated by the IBO. The IA is rigorous and will assess the quality of each students understanding of philosophical themes, philosophical ideas, the ability to frame argument(s), and the students ability to write philosophically. Internal Assessments are due during the 3rd quarter (Official date TBD)
Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, collusion and cheating on examinations, homework, class work or essays. Every student shall be honor bound to report immediately all violations of the Honor Code of which the student has first-hand knowledge.  Turn-it-in.com will be used at random.  Cheating on any coursework will result in a “0” with no make-up opportunity.  The moral of this story is DO NOT CHEAT.
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